WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 
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1 . A method for screening a potentially unwanted call, comprising: 
if the potentially unwanted call may be made from only a public telephone 
r(umber, determining whether said call is from a public telephone number or from 
private telephone number; 

if such call is fron\a public number, determining whether the called party 
has a caller ID feature, ar\d if so, completing the call, whereas if the calling part is 
a private number or if the called party does not subscribe to caller ID, issuing an 
announcement to the callingyparty stating that if the call is a potentially unwanted 
call, the calling party must enter a designated digit in order to complete the call 
and if such digit is dialed, completing the call whereas if any other digit is dialed 
preventing ringing of the called Rarty's telephone. 
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1 2. A method for screening a potentially unwanted call, comprising: 

2 if the potentially unwanted c^JI may be made from only a public telephone 

3 number, determining whether said Cc^ll is from a public telephone number or from 

4 a private telephone number; 

5 if such call is from a public number, determining whether the called party 

6 has a caller ID feature, and if so, completing the call, and if not, issuing an 

7 announcement to the calling party statingythat if the call is a potentially unwanted 

8 call, the calling party must enter a designated digit in order to complete the call 

9 and if such digit is dialed, completing the call whereas if any other digit is dialed 

10 preventing ringing of the called party's telepraone. 


1 3. A method for screening a potentiallv\unwanted call, comprising: 

2 if the potentially unwanted call may be made from only a public telephone 

3 number, determining whether said call is from a\public telephone number or from 

4 a private telephone number; 

5 if such call is determined to be from a priv^e telephone number, issuing 

6 an announcement to the calling party stating that inthe call is a potentially 

7 unwanted call, the calling party must enter a designated digit in order to complete 
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1 the call dnd if such digit is dialed, completing the call whereas if any other digit is 

2 dialed presenting ringing of the called party's telephone; and 

3 if such call is determined to be from a public number, determining whether 

4 the called party has a caller ID feature, and if not, issuing the announcement to 

5 the calling party and if such digit is dialed, completing the call whereas if the 

6 announcements issued and any other digit is dialed, preventing ringing of the 

7 called party's telephone; and 

8 if such calJ is determined to be from a public number, and if such called 

9 party has a callerilD feature, ringing the called party's telephone and delivering to 
10 the called party the calling party's public telephone number ID. 
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4. A method f©r screening telemarketing calls to jurisdictions where such 
calls may be made froVn only public telephone numbers, comprising: 

if a called party Subscribes to and has activated a telemarketing-do-not- 
disturb feature, issuing an announcement to the calling party stating that if the 
call is a not a telemarketing call, the calling party must enter a designated digit in 
order to complete the call and if such digit is dialed, completing the call whereas 
if any other digit is dialed preventing ringing of the called party's telephone; and 

if such call from a public number, determining whether the called party has 
a caller ID feature, and if not, issuing the announcement to the calling party and if 
such digit is dialed, completinguhe call whereas if any other digit is dialed 
preventing ringing of the called ©arty's telephone; and 

if such call is from a publiA number, and if such called party has a caller ID 
feature; ringing the called party's Celephone and delivering to the called party the 
calling party's public telephone number ID. 


1 5. A method for screening a aplicitation telephone call on a telephone 

2 network, comprising: 

3 determining if a jurisdiction of aVcalled party requires solicitor's telephone 

4 calls to be identifiable by the called party; 
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1 determining V a calling party is using a public telephone number if said 

2 jurisdiction requires solicitor's telephone calls to be identifiable; 

3 determining if said called party has a caller ID feature if said called party is 

4 using a public telephone number; and 

5 completing said call where either 

6 (a) said jurisaiction requires solicitor's telephone calls to be 

7 identifiable, said called party is using a public telephone number and said 

8 called party has a callbr ID feature; or 

9 (b) said calling party provides an override digit in response to an 

10 announcement providecKby said telephone network that identifies said 
Q 11 calling party as a solicitor\on said caller ID feature of said called party. 
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1 6. The method of claim 5 further comprising delivering an identifier for said 

H 2 calling party to said caller ID feature when said call is completed. 


Q 

m 

□ 


1 7. The method of claim 5 further comprising issuing a busy tone from said 

2 network to said calling party to said caller ID feature when said call is completed. 

V 

4 8 A method for screening a potentialw unwanted call, comprising: 

5 determining whether the jurisdiction where such call is made to may be made 

6 from only a public telephone number; \ 

7 if it is determined that the potentially unwanted call may be made from only a 

8 public telephone number, determining whether said call is from a public telephone 

9 number or from a private telephone number; 

10 if such call is determined to be from a public number, determining whether the 

1 1 called party has a caller ID feature, and if so, completing the call, whereas if the calling 

12 part is a private number or if the called party does no\ subscribe to caller ID, issuing an 

13 announcement to the calling party stating that if the call is a potentially unwanted call, the 

14 calling party must enter a designated digit in order to complete the call and if such digit is 

15 dialed, completing the call whereas if any other digit is Jjialed preventing ringing of the 

16 called party's telephone. 
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9 A metho^ for screening a potentially unwanted call, comprising: 
determining\whether the jurisdiction where such call is made to may be made 

from only a public telephone number; 

if it is determined that the potentially imwanted call may be made from only a 
public telephone numbler, determining whether said call is from a public telephone 
number or from a privaVe telephone number; 

if such call is determined to be from a public number, determining whether the 
called party has a caller ID feature, and if so, completing the call, and if not, issuing an 
announcement to the calling party stating that if the call is a potentially unwanted call, the 
calling party must enter a designated digit in order to complete the call and if such digit is 
dialed, completing the call wHereas if any other digit is dialed preventing ringing of the 
called party's telephone. 

10 A method for screening a potentially unwanted call, comprising: 
determining whether the jurisdiction where such call is made to may be made 

from only a public telephone numbers 

if it is determined that the poteikially unwanted call may be made from only a 
public telephone number, determining whether said call is from a public telephone 
number or from a private telephone number; 

if such call is determined to be from a private telephone number, issuing an 
announcement to the calling party stating that if the call is a potentially unwanted call, the 
calling party must enter a designated digit inWder to complete the call arid if such digit is 
dialed, completing the call whereas if any other digit is dialed preventing ringing of the 
called party's telephone; and 

if such call is determined to be from a public number, determining whether the 
called party has a caller ED feature, and if not, issuing the announcement to the calling 
party and if such digit is dialed, completing the cal\ whereas if the annoimcement is 
issued and any other digit is dialed, preventing ringiVig of the called party's telephone; and 
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xh call is determined to be from a public number, and if such called party has 
a caller ID feature, ringing the called party's telephone and delivering to the called party 
the calling p^y*s public telephone number ID. 

11 A method for screening telemarketing calls to jurisdictions where such calls 
may be made from only public telephone numbers, comprising: 

determining whether a call to such jurisdiction is from a public telephone number 
or from a private relephone number; 

if such call is determined to be from a private telephone number, if the called 
party subscribes to and has activated a telemarketing-do-not-disturb feature, issuing an 
announcement to the ©ailing party stating that if the call is a not a telemarketing call, the 
calling party must entcK a designated digit in order to complete the call and if such digit is 
dialed, completing the call whereas if any other digit is dialed preventing ringing of the 
called party's telephone; and 

if such call is deterfaiined to be from a public number, determining whether the 
called party has a caller ID feature, and if not, issuing the announcement to the calling 
party and if such digit is dialed, completing the call whereas if any other digit is dialed 
preventing ringing of the called party's telephone; and 

if such call is determined to be from a public number, and if such called party has 
a caller ID feature; ringing the called party's telephone and delivering to the called party 
the calling party's public telephone number ID. 
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